REGILDING THE CRESCENT
unmade Sultans until one of them put the whole
corps $ elite to the sword. Many of them were,
it is true, born of Christian parents, but had
been forced to embrace Islam when stolen from
their homes, and the ferocity with which they
fought in its cause at the fall of Constantinople
proved that they had renounced all idea of loyalty
to the Cross.
The greatest danger which the Turks run in
using the services of these Christian conscripts is
that of desertion in battle against a Christian
enemy. So far as the actual employment of
Greek reserves against Greece is concerned, I
suggested the risk, not to mention the cruelty, of
this to Hilmi Pacha, when he was Grand Vizier,
and he assured me that Turkey never contem-
plated such a step, since it would be easy to
draft the Hellene regiments elsewhere if such
a war should break out. Yet, even without
compelling Greek to meet Greek, there would
inevitably be wars against Christian nations, and
it would not always be possible under the con-
ditions of modern warfare to oppose the Christian
conscripts against Mohammedan antagonists. It
is true that these might be present in the oppos-
ing army, as in the case of trouble on the Persian
frontier, or in war with Russia (European Russia
has more than four times as many Mohammedans
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